A renal critical care educator: the interface between paediatric intensive care and nephrology.
This paper describes the new role of a renal critical care educator who is based in a regional paediatric renal unit 'outreaching' to three paediatric intensive care units (PICUs) within the region. For the first 18 months the objectives of training PICU staff in all aspects of haemofiltration has progressed in all units using flexible training programs which are under constant evaluation using questionnaires. The renal critical care educator has also worked alongside staff whilst continuous veno-venous haemofiltration (CVVH) is being performed to further instill confidence. Equipment and protocols have been largely standardised throughout the region and an ongoing survey of CVVH use has been initiated which should help to inform audit standards such as complication rates. The renal critical care educator has been the catalyst for the formation of a regional haemofiltration group which has shared in the development of guidelines and protocols and discussion of clinical data. Since CVVH is used infrequently in many PICUs the development of the renal critical care educator post could serve as a model for the development and maintenance of skills in other regions.